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Party Under The
Stars!
Star Party Season is almost
here! Get all the details in
Adrien Bordage’s article on
page 3.

National Science
Fair in Fredericton
The Canada-Wide Science
Fair is coming to New
Brunswick in May. Want to
help? Check out page 2.

A Visit From The
President
The New Brunswick
Centre had a visit from our
President, James Edgar, at
our February meeting. Read
all about it in our featured
article on page 1.

Lights Out!
Read about Earth Hour at
the Regent Mall on page 5!

James Edgar giving a talk on the Sun. Photo by June
MacDonald

Guest Speaker: James Edgar
By June MacDonald; meeting February 21st, 2015
The Council of RASC N.B. met with James Edgar, who,
as President, was visiting several of the Centres in Atlantic
Canada. He wished to speak with the Council to update them
on changes and new projects at the National level.
James informed the members that RASC was in excellent hands
with Randy Atwood, the new Executive Director. He has
experience within RASC and as an amateur astronomer, as well
as having numerous connections within the astronomical
community, which will benefit RASC generally. He also
commented on the excellence of the RASC oﬃce staﬀ.
James mentioned that we are doing well with the RASC
publications. The Observer’s Handbook has sold out – a first.
RASC will be able to pay an honorarium to editors of revenue
producing publications now including, for example, the
Cont. on page 2
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Canada Wide Science
Fair Looking For
Volunteers
What’s Going On?
The Canada Wide Science Fair
will be coming to New Brunswick
for the very first time!
From the CWSF website: “The
Canada-Wide Science Fair (CWSF) is
a celebration of Canada’s brightest
young minds and an amazing
exploration in science, technology,
engineering and math.”
Five hundred of the country’s top
students will be in Fredericton
from May 11th to 16th to compete
for prizes, awards, and
scholarships.

Two Way to Volunteer
CWSF Volunteer: The organizing
committee is looking for plenty of
volunteers to help with the fair.
You may be helping supervise field
trips, organize meal times, etc.
For more information, visit
cwsf.youthscience.ca/cwsf-2015volunteer-registration.
Science at Work: Similar to
Science East’s Illuminate
program, Science at Work is
designed to introduce youth to
the various jobs and hobbies in all
scientific fields. The RASC NB
Cont. on page 7
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Guest Speaker: James Edgar
(Cont.)
Cont. from page 1

Observer’s Handbook (OH). Dave Chapman is retiring after
he finishes his term in 2016, then James Edgar will step in as
editor. The OH is now in an electronic version and is
searchable – this will cost an additional $10.00. Jay Anderson
is done at the end of this year as editor of the Journal. For an
additional $20.00, a printable version of the Journal (JRASC)
is available, which is revenue neutral. James talked about the
goal to develop another guide or publication of general
astronomical information and dropping the Beginner’s
Observing Guide (BOG). Brenda Stewart has written an
“Introduction to the Universe” guide book, which the society
will be adopting as a national publication. The NOVA program
(New Observers to Visual Astronomy) will be available – it is
based on the BOG, but updated to meet the needs of
members. Charles Innis, of the Victoria Centre, is writing a
book on building small observatories. Jay Anderson is also
writing a book; this one will be about astronomical observing
for 2017.
There will a university student hired to upgrade the
National website, making it more user friendly and to change
from Druple 6 to 7.
The RASC executive is planning a renewal of all
brochures, merchandise and the RASC logo (the website, lapel
pins, etc.). A Toronto firm will be hired, at a cost of $30,000,
to develop a five year plan.
James told us that, in his view, we should aim not
necessarily to increase the membership, but concentrate on
keeping the members we have. At present, there are 5000
members in RASC. There will be an increased focus on
attracting women, minorities, and youth, as RASC is
predominately a group of “old gray men”. James also told us he
would like RASC to look more like an astronomy club, not an
exclusive organisation. There will be a survey within the
membership and an omnibus survey of people outside the
organisation. There is discussion of adding a less complicated,
more inclusive name for RASC, although the oﬃcial name will
Cont. on page 8
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Star Party Season is Coming!
By Adrien Bordage
The first star party for this year will soon be upon us.
Kouchibouquac StarFest will run from May 22 to May 24, 2015. We
are planning a first for our attending RASC members; there will be
a B.B.Q. at each of our star parties. The food may be simple (hot
dogs, hamburgers, corn boil, etc.), but it will be prepared will some
TLC. We are planning to add a couple new activities, such as
Astrophotography For Beginners and an astronomy activity for
children. These will be available to the public at each of our
parties, so we are asking/begging for volunteers. If you are able to
help, please contact one of the Star Party Committee members
listed below. There will be
approximately 6 campsites designated
for volunteering astronomers that
will oﬀer free camping for two nights
(Friday and Saturday) at
Kouchibouquac StarFest and Mt.
Carleton Star Party. We will be
allowed to have up to two tents on
each of those sites. Volunteering
astronomers’ names will be given to
the Park’s Oﬃce. Upon arrival at the
park, the volunteer will be assigned
their site number.
The Horizon’s first selfie!
The COW (Camping
Emma, June, and Holly at
Observing Weekend) at Mactaquac
the COW 2014
and Fundy Park StarGaze will again
reserve the usual campground areas.
For the COW, it will be #2 Campground and, for Fundy, it will be
Chignecto South Campground. Each will have two free nights of
camping: Friday and Saturday. Scheduling of events for the
remaining star parties will be made available in the coming months.
Look for updates in the next issue of the Horizon and on the
RASC NB Centre website.

Summer Star
Parties
Here are the quick details
for the upcoming Star
Party Season 2015:

Kouchibouquac
Star Fest
Date: May 22-24
Location: Kouchibouquac
National Park

The COW
Date: July 17-19
Location: Mactaquac
Provincial Park

Mt. Carleton Star
Party
Date: August 14-16
Location: Armstrong
Brook Campground, Mt.
Carleton Provincial Park

Fundy Park
StarGaze
Date: September 4-6
Location: Fundy National
Park
For more information,
contact Adrien Bordage at
bordagea@nb.sympatico.ca.

Cont. on page 4

3

The Horizon

RASC NB

Star Party Season is Coming!
(Cont.)

Winter 2014-2015

Exoplanet Travel
Bureau

Cont. from page 3

From the NASA website

Here is a tentative schedule of events for the Kouchibouquac
StarFest:

NASA has launched the
Exoplanet Travel Bureau
page, as part
of their
public
outreach
eﬀorts
through the
Exoplanet
Exploration Program.

May 22, 2015
14:00hrs – 16:00hrs: Solar Observing at Site #194
20:00hrs – 21:00hrs: “What’s Up” Presentation at Outdoor Theatre
21:30hrs – 24:00hrs: Public Night Sky Observing at Site #194
24:00hrs – Private Night Sky Observing

Hanging
out at the
COW
2014!

May 23, 2015
10:00hrs – 14:00hrs: Solar Observing, Telescope Clinic, and
Beginners Astrophotography Clinic at Site #194
12:00hrs – 13:30hrs: Children’s Astronomy Activities (site TBD)
16:00hrs – 18:00hrs: B.B.Q (for RASC members and their family
only) at Site #194
20:00hrs – 21:00hrs: “What’s Up” Presentation at Outdoor Theatre
21:30hrs – 24:00hrs: Public Night Sky Observing at Site #194
24:00hrs : Private Night Sky Observing
May 24, 2015

This program, according to
the NASA website, “is
responsible for implementing
NASA’s plans
for the
discovery and
understanding
of planetary
systems around
nearby stars.”
This page includes three
free, high quality,
downloadable
posters with
interstellar
“travel
destinations.”
Download
these posters at
planetquest.jpl.nasa.gov/
exoplanettravelbureau.

09:00hrs – 10:30hrs: Solar Observing at Site #194
11:00hrs: Departure
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In the Dark for Earth Hour 2015
By Holly Ayles

Here are our Centre’s events
for the months of April and
May:

SJA Meeting
Date: April 11th
Location: Rockwood Park
Interpretation Centre

WBJ Meeting
Date: April 14th
Location: UNB Campus,
Forestry-Earth Science
Building, 2 Bailey Drive,
Room 203

RASC Meeting
Date: April 18th
Location: Saint John,
Rockwood Park
Interpretation Centre

Astronomy Week
Date: April 20th-26th, with
Astronomy Day taking place
on April 25th

SJA Meeting
Date: May 9th
Location: Rockwood Park
Interpretation Centre

RASC Meeting
(Includes Business
Meeting)
Date: May 9th
Location: Moncton, TBD
Cont. on page 6

The Regent Mall was once again host to Fredericton’s Earth
Hour event. Earth Hour 2015 took place on March 28th from
8:30 to 9:30pm, with early festivities taking place in the morning
and afternoon at the Regent Mall. The RASC teamed up with
Science East and the City of Fredericton to bring awareness
about light pollution and climate change to the public.
The RASC had the chance to give out about 75 Star
Finders, along with many other handouts. We also brought a
Light Pollution
Awareness Box and an
8” Dobsonian to use as
demonstration tools.
Roughly 200 people
were reached, making
this another successful
year for this event.

Holly Ayles and Tasha
Weadick adding a little
bit of girl power to Earth
Hour 2015!

Science East
brought their portable
planetarium and gave six shows
throughout our time at the mall.
The shows include a look at various
planets and constellations, as well
as a look at the Fredericton sky

without light pollution.
The City of Fredericton launched a social media campaign
to accompany this year’s event. The public was encouraged to
tweet using #earthhour, #yourpower, and #Fredericton. Kids
visiting their booth drew pictures of their Earth Hour plans,
which were tweeted out by the City of Fredericton.
In 2008, Earth Hour was started in Sydney, Australia. It
began as a way to fight climate change through turning oﬀ all
unnecessary lights for one hour. It has since evolved into an
international movement that includes wildlife conservation and
renewable energy projects. Celebrities such as Mark Ruﬀalo, also
known as the Incredible Hulk, and soccer star Lionel Messi have
even supported and participated in Earth Hour.
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WBJ Meeting
Date: May 12th
Location: UNB Campus,
Forestry-Earth Science Building,
2 Bailey Drive, Room 203

Light Pollution Abatement
Priorities in 2015
Chris Weadick, chair of the Light Pollution Abatement
Committee, has completed a list of priorities for the
committee in 2015. It is likely that some of these priorities may
continue on into 2016 due to the involvement of the provincial
government. The committee is, however, open to other
projects and ideas. Any help and support is always greatly
appreciated.

•
Your Team!
President
June MacDonald
president@nb.rasc.ca

•

1st Vice-President
Marc Arsenault
firstvicep@nb.rasc.ca

•

2nd Vice-President
Adrien Bordage
secondvicep@nb.rasc.ca

•

Secretary
Curt Nason
secretary@nb.rasc.ca

Winter 2014-2015

Measuring the impact of the new D2D LED lights vs the
traditional D2D lights, including reflective glare from
snow.
Photographic comparison of a LEED designed gas
station vs the traditional gas station, in hopes of
convincing retailers to consider updating their dated
technology
Photographic based request for support from the City of
Fredericton (test city) to adopt a bylaw requiring car lots
to have their lights not spill over to the roadway, causing
glare.
Collaborative project with Province of New Brunswick
Regional Development Oﬃce to test the 'lighting bylaw’
using the Rural Community of Hanwell as a test scenario
for a 'law' regarding light pollution. This would then lead
to requiring any development projects to adhere to
lighting bylaws in the RCoH, but the intent is to use this
as a template for all New Brunswick communities and
cities.

Treasurer
Emma MacPhee
treasurer@nb.rasc.ca
Councillors
Mandy Bregg, Angela Davis,
Roger Pitre, François Theriault
NAC Representative
Peter Jensen
Education and Public
Outreach Chair
Curt Nason
Cont. on page 7

Pictures of the amazing telescope tube carved by RASC member
François Theriault. Stay tuned for more information about the
making of this scope in our next edition!
Photos by June MacDonald
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Education Committee Report
By Curt Nason
The RASC NB Education and Outreach Committee consists
of Don Kelly, Holly Ayles, and Curt Nason (Chair), and it
would be nice to include a member from the eastern part of
the province.
Centre outreach events reported from the winter solstice to
the vernal equinox are (date, event, number of public
participants, location):
· Dec. 26, solar observing for 47 at the Irving Nature Park
(INP)
· Dec. 29, solar observing for 19 at INP
· Jan. 13, presentation for 12 members of the Loyalist City
Amateur Radio Club
· Jan. 19, presentation for 21 Grade 6 students, Millidgeville
North School
· Jan. 22, for 100 visitors at an Environmental Science
exhibition in Gagetown
· Jan. 26, presentation and observing 30 Beavers and parents
in Saint John West
· Jan. 30, presentation for 43 Guides Leaders in Moncton
· Feb. 12, for 100 visitors at a Science East exhibition, Devon
Middle School
· Feb. 24, presentation and observing for 25 Cubs and parents
in Rothesay
· Feb. 24, for 230 visitors at a Science East exhibition,
Parkwood School in Bathurst
· Feb. 28, constellations and observing for 125 at the INP
snowshoe hike.
Over the past three years, our members have averaged
annually about 100 outreach events, reaching 4540
participants, and distributing 1900 Star Finders and 1700
Moon Gazer’s Guides. Obviously, many of our members have
discovered that sharing the sky is the most rewarding part of
our hobby. As our membership grows, I look forward to seeing
more requests for presentations and observing from schools
and youth groups, and more members becoming comfortable
with sharing their knowledge and experience.

Winter 2014-2015

Your Team! (Cont.)
Cont. from page 6
Star Party/Events Chair
Adrien Bordage
Light Pollution Abatement
Chair
Chris Weadick
Website Administrator
Marc Arsenault
Equipment Manager
Adrien Bordage
Centre Librarian
Ted Dunphy
Social Media Editor
Angela Davis
Horizon Editors:
Holly Ayles
James Ayles

Canada Wide Science
Fair Looking For
Volunteers
Cont. from page 2
will have a booth at this event.
All supplies are provided. The
only thing missing is you! For
more information, contact
hayles@bellaliant.net.

The RASC Education and Public Outreach (EPO) Committee
has been a supporter of the Canada-Wide Science Fair for more
than 15 years, oﬀering prizes for the top astronomy presentation
Cont. on page 8
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Education Committee Report
(Cont.)
Cont. from page 7

in each age division. In May of this year, the Fair will be held
at UNB Fredericton, the first time is has been in New
Brunswick. Since I am a member of that committee, I have
been asked to represent the Society as the judge for astronomy
presentations. This should be fun; I’ll have to dig out an
astronomy tie. I might even need to wear a shirt.
Earth Hour has been a big event, drawing 125 - 300
participants in Fredericton over the past few years through
exhibitions and observing at the Regent Mall or the Market.
This year’s event drew roughly 200.
The next few months will present opportunities for Centre
outreach events. Astronomy Week, April 20 - 26 this year, is
usually around the first quarter Moon after Easter. Astronomy
Day is the Saturday of that week. This is also a great time for

Winter 2014-2015

Guest Speaker:
James Edgar
(Cont.)
Cont. from page 2
remain as RASC, in keeping with
the history and prestige of the
society.
James informed the group
that the P.E.I. Centre was now
defunct. There was no one to lead
the group and no current
members. On the positive side,
Regina Centre has had a
significant turnaround, seeing a
strong increase in membership
and activities.
James was pleased to know
that our N.B. Centre’s
membership numbers remain
stable and has increased a small
amount over the year.

Volunteers at Tech Trek
public sidewalk observing or a mall display. This year in Saint
John we are giving one afternoon and three evening
presentations at the Rockwood Park Interpretation Centre. In
addition, there will be public observing Friday evening at the
park, and a telescope clinic Saturday afternoon. A major draw
will be our booth at the Amazatorium science exhibition at
Harbour Station on Astronomy Day. Think of a Science East
Illuminate event filling an arena rather than part of a
gymnasium.
Remember to record your events on the RASC Web site.
Information on filling out the form is in the Centre Policy
Manual under the Library section of our Web site.

Another shot of our National
President, James Edgar
Photo by June MacDonald
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