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LA SOCIÉTÉ ROYALE D’ASTRONOMIE DU CANADA
New Brunswick Centre du Nouveau-Brunswick
THE ROYAL ASTRONOMICAL SOCIETY OF CANADA

N
Our Home
The Milky Way
Galaxy
“The Milky Way is the galaxy
that contains our Solar System.
Its name "milky" is derived
from its appearance as a dim
glowing band arching across
the night sky in which the naked eye cannot distinguish individual stars” Wikipedia

2013 RASC NB
Star Party’s
We have full coverage and pictures inside. Great Times…..
Milky Way straight up at Midnight! Photo: by Paul Owen
From Fundy National Park August 2013

EVENT HORIZON
Astronomy in New Brunswick
SRAC/RASC Centre du NB Centre
Réunion / Meetings
------------------------------------------------------------------------

When: September 21, 2013 13:00
Where: Saint John
Rockwood Park Interpretation Centre
Council meeting at 11:00

When: October 19, 2013 13:00
Where: Fredericton
Location TBA
RASC NB Annual Meeting

NB Astronomy Clubs
Réunion / Meetings
-----------------------------------------------------------------------

FACEBOOK

William Brydone-Jack Astronomy
Club (Fredericton)

https://www.facebook.com/RASC.NB

A local group of members meet in Fredericton monthly for meetings and observing.
The WBJAC meetings are normally
held the second Tuesday of the month at
UNB Campus, 2 Bailey Drive, Room
104
www.frederictonastronomy.ca
---------------------------------------------------

Saint John Astronomy Club
When: November 16, 2013 13:00
Where: Moncton
Location TBA
No Business Meeting planned

Find us on...

Meetings consist of talks on constellations, the solar system and other astronomical topics, as well as Show & Tell, observing reports and maybe observing.
The SJAC meetings are normally held
on the first Saturday of the month at
Rockwood Park Interpretation Centre.
www.sjastronomy.ca

www.nb.rasc.ca
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TWITTER
https://twitter.com/rascnb

President’s Report:

RASC NB Centre
Outreach Report

by Curt Nason
Since our Spring 2013 issue of Horizon,
we have gained four new members but
three others have chosen to not renew. Our
membership currently stands at 67. Welcome to our new members: Paul Owen in
Hampton, Patty Thomas in Fredericton,
Dominic Vautour in Moncton, and Phillip
Webb in Saint John. We have had nine
people renew their membership over the
past few months, including Tim Doucette
who has been with us for ten years. Others
renewing were Terry Belliveau, Corey
Brown, Chris Clayton, Chris Curwin, Colette Fortier, Francis LeBlanc, Candace
MacAfee, Armand Saintonge, David
Simard, and Don Williams. Thank you all!
School has started, beginning what I hope
will be a banner year of requests for
RASC NB members to visit classrooms
and youth groups to talk about astronomy.
Remember to report your outreach events
through the home page of the RASC Web
site, and please forward to me the confirmation email that you receive after the
submission.















May 14, 2013, a presentation for 33 people at Rockwood Park in Saint John
May 18, 15 people attended public observing at Rockwood Park
May 21, a presentation for 32 people at Rockwood Park
May 22, two presentations to a total of 90 students at Harbour View High
School in Saint John
May 26, a presentation for 50 Scout leaders in Saint John
May 28, a presentation for 26 people at Rockwood Park
May 29, a presentation for 25 adults at the Villa Madonna retreat in Renforth
May 31, a talk and observing for 50 Saint Malachy’s High School students
at New River Beach
June 11, presentations for 17 attendees of the WBJAC in Fredericton
July 12/13, observing for 215 people at the COW in Mactaquac Provincial
Park
August 2/3, observing for 25 at Mount Carleton Provincial Park
August 10, public observing for 80 visitors to the Irving Nature Park
August 22, a talk and observing for 90 youths and leaders attending Camp
Wegesegum near Chipman

Centre outreach events reported since the
previous Horizon are (date, number of
public participants, event):
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Members’ Scopes
Featured this Issue is:
Paul Owen (Part 1 of 2)

This is my DSO imaging set up. I have
been using a DSLR up till now. This is
an imaging system that takes my f10
C8 8" SCT telescope to an incredibly
fast f2. It is ideal for wide field imaging
such large targets as the North America Nebula or the Andromeda Galaxy.
Also because it is so much faster at
acquiring light, your tracking and guiding systems have a much less critical
effect on your images because capturing the images is so fast. You must rely on your computer for focus because
the secondary mirror must be removed
to install the Hyperstar and CCD camera to the corrector plate.

Finally using Hyperstar you’re down to
a very fast f2 imaging system. It's like
having 4 scopes in one. This system
sets up very quickly and easily and is
a snap to use.
So to sum it up the Hyperstar/QHY10
CCD system in my opinion is a very
effective way to achieve many more
images per night of your favorite night
sky targets.
The photos attached (part 2) were taken in 5 minutes or less and are single
shots with no darks or flats (because I
haven't learned yet) LOL

The camera is a QHY10 one shot color cooled CCD camera. It uses an
APS size chip which is has a very generous FOV. The nice thing about using
the Schmidt Cassegrain telescope is
the flexibility in its design. Using it
stock you have an f10 long focal
length scope for viewing and imaging
targets relatively close. Add a 6.3 reducer corrector and you have a little
more FOV and faster scope. Add a 3.3
reducer then you have a very fast imaging device.
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Member’s Scopes
Featured this Issue is:
Paul Owen (Part 2 of 2)
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RASC GA 2013
by Curt Nason
I had the pleasure of representing our Centre at the RASC General Assembly in
Thunder Bay, from June 27 to July 1.
Guest speaker Denis Mammana gave a
polished talk, “In Search of our Cosmic
Roots,” after the welcoming BBQ on
Thursday evening. Mammana is one of the
select astrophotographers in The World at
Night project, and you have probably seen
many of his imaging results on Astronomy
Picture of the Day and elsewhere. He was
also giving an astrophotography workshop
during the weekend. After the talk we
were treated to a rainbow at sunset (at
22:00, since Thunder Bay really should
be in the middle of the Central time zone
instead of Eastern). Earlier in the day I experienced a goal: hearing thunder in Thunder Bay.
Friday was spent mainly in the last RASC
Council meeting, where passing the new
policy document was the highlight. Some
rules were bent slightly to allow Peter Jedicke, who was there as an observer, to
make the final motion for adjournment.
Actually, that privilege was put up for bid
and Peter was adamant on winning.
That evening was highlighted with a wine
and cheese reception and a talk by Dr.

Sara Seager, a Toronto native and now an
astrophysicist and planetary scientist at
MIT, where she specializes in exoplanets.
Her talk was entitled “Exoplanets and the
Search for Habitable Worlds.” If you want
to get the gist of this presentation, read her
9-page article, “Exoplanets Everywhere,”
in the August Sky & Telescope magazine.
Saturday was the usual paper sessions day,
which started with Audrey DeRoy, an Anishinaabe First Nation Elder and an interpreter at the Fort William Historical Park
(a Friday tour destination). It is always
nice to start your day with drumming and
chanting, unless perhaps you lingered too
long at the hospitality suite (not I). She did
not relate tales of sky lore as they are only
told in winter. Charles O’Dale talked on
the nearby Slate Island Impact Structure (a
tour destination on Monday) and donated
a shatter cone for a banquet door prize.
Jim Hesser gave a retrospective of his four
-year term as our Honourary President,
and our Historian Randall Rosenfeld read
the little known truth about the exploits of
local icon, explorer and cartographer David Thompson.
Dave Chapman and Patrice Scattolin have
been collaborating on a Lunar Observing
Program for Beginners, and they updated
us with their progress. It is ready for testing so, if you want to give it a try, contact
Dave (he is on the RASC NB Yahoo list)
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and don’t be surprised if he bugs you for
comments. Julie Bolduc-Duval discussed
activities of the Discover the Universe
program, a partnership among RASC,
CASCA and FAAQ to assist teachers and
educators teach astronomy. Then Sara
Seager ended the morning with a talk on
looking for superearth and earth-size planets around nearby stars using the Transiting Exoplanet Survey Satellite (TESS).
The afternoon session began with a talk by
Davis Else of the Fort William Historical
Park (herein called FWHP) on the sextant
at FWHP. Next, light pollution abatement
aficionado Roland Deschene described his
project of mapping a grid of Sky Quality
Meter readings to identify light pollution
sources in his town in Vulcan County, Alberta.

RASC GA 2013, cont..
by Curt Nason
Chris Gainor gave an update on the Canadian Space Program, and Richard
Schmude Jr. described his research and
calculations on changes in the size of the
north polar cap of Mars from 2007 - 2012.
The final speakers were locals, two faculty members of the host Lakehead University and a member of the Thunder Bay
Centre. Accompanying himself on guitar,
Wolfe Wall gave his musical musings on
antimatter and antigravity, and accelerating expansion of the Universe. He also
tossed in the Galaxy Song for June but she
wasn’t there.
Philip Fralick compared the small, round
rocks that were discovered on Mars and
nicknamed “blueberries,” with similar features seen in Thunder Bay from the Sudbury meteorite impact. Jim Zeleny concluded with a recap of his visit to Mauna
Kea. After a beef-on-a-bun supper, Dr.
Ray Carlburg of the University of Toronto
delivered the Ruth Northcott Memorial
Lecture on the Thirty Metre Telescope
Project.
Sunday began with the Annual General
Meeting, which saw the approval of the
new Society Constitution and the an-

nouncement of election results for the
three positions on the Board of Directors.
Winners were Paul Gray, Paul Schumacher and Francois van Heerden. The inaugural meeting of the National Advisory
Council followed and ended, fortunately,
before chaos ruled supreme. Roger Nelson
was appointed Co-chair (with Glenn Hawley) and Chris Beckett became the Recorder.
I attended the Astronomy Social Media
Roundtable on Sunday afternoon, a natural
thing for me to do since I am not involved
in social media at all. But, I do recognize
it is an effective method of advertising
Centre events and a potential tool for recruitment. The roundtable involved a virtual meeting with a few people worldwide,
including Fraser Cain (who was also featured in the August Sky & Telescope) of
Universe Today and Oana Sandu of European Southern Observatory. The participants discussed their use of Twitter, Facebook and Google+ in performing outreach.
For example, Cain runs a weekly virtual
star party on Google +.
The banquet on Sunday evening was held
at FWHP and featured a presentation by
Dennis Mammana on the The World at
Night. He introduced us to several of the
members of TWAN through their astrophotos. The evening wrapped up with the
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nomical Observatory, which houses a 20inch Corrected Dall-Kirkham telescope at
FWHP. The ceremony included an invasion by Darth Vader and his Stormtroopers, a battle between Darth and a local dignitary, fireworks, tours and mosquito swatting. Google the observatory to watch a
short video of the opening.
Overall, GA 2013 was well-run and a tribute to the hard work of the Thunder Bay
Centre in honour of their 25th anniversary.
It was great to renew acquaintances and
make new connections. Several 2010 GA
shirts were seen. My biggest surprise was
how little time I spent in the hospitality
suite, and for that I apologize.

C.O.W. 2013
by Mike Powell

Star Parties play a huge role in our hobby.
RASCNB holds 4 major star parties each
year, and C.O.W. is one of the best. More
central to the various centers than the others, it attracts the largest number of astronomers in New Brunswick. For good reason,
"It's FUN"
2013 C.O.W. will go down in the history
books as a very successful and enjoyable
weekend. The weather cooperated, the
crowds were large, and the turnout was
fantastic, and as always, the food was
good. The first night out gave astronomers a viewing night to remember. Clear
skies, good seeing, and lots of public
showing up to enjoy our hobby.
On Saturday, the Solar viewing was
moved to the bottom of the hill where it
was a big hit with the public, along with
other activities put on by the park.
i.e., "The Water Slide To Remember!!!"
Thanks to all involved, for the hard work,
in making C.O.W. 2013 a very successful
and enjoyable event.
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To the Moon, Alice!
To the Moon!
by Don Kelly

Imagine receiving a telephone call from
Paris. Incidentally it was my first phone
call ever from Paris, and it began something like this:
“Bonjour, Donald. It is Anais van Ditzhuyzen
from Point du Jour Productions.”
Hummm, I thought. A telemarketer for sure.
Now, be careful what I say and commit to
nothing. She continued:
“I got your name on line through the RASC.”

Well now – this sounds interesting. It
might even be legit. To make a short story
long, Anais explained to me that her company represented a television program
called ‘The Earth’s Sky’ and the celebrated author and TV host Serge Brunier (the
European Carl Sagan). They would be
filming observatories around the world in
approximately 16 countries. However,
they planned to come to Canada to film
Fundy tides and the Earth’s Moon.
By now, she had my undivided attention.
We talked for between 25-30 minutes. She
was looking for contacts at the Federal
Park and Tourism levels. We spoke about

Alma, Hopewell Rocks, Roy Bishop, Curt
Nason and Dr. John Spray and his Planetary and Space Science Centre. In a rare
moment of inspiration, I explained to her
that we RASCals have a Moon observing
program named the Isabel Williamson Lunar Observing Program, and that we gather at star parties to observe the Moon and
all things celestial.
Several days later Anais phoned again.
This time she wanted more info on the star
parties and wondered if we could include
such a party at that time. Unfortunately
our Fundy Star Party was scheduled for
the last weekend in August, whereas they
would be in Canada for the last two weekends in July. However, being the star
troopers that we are, we held an extra star
party for Serge and his film crew.
Percy Maillet, a former Tourism New
Brunswick employee and now retired, met
with Curt, Jean-Philippe Urbach (the film
director) and me on Saturday, July 20th for
the ‘dry run’. One week later we gathered
for the taping.
Initially we hoped to have at least three
observers for the make-shift star party.
True to form for RASCals, we got 11. The
weather could have been better, but we
saw enough of the sky and particularly the
waning gibbous Moon to make the evening-early morning observing event an unqualified success. Dr. John Spray attended
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and became a major part of the interview
segment. Many thanks are offered to Emma for her translation skills as she helped
bridge the all-too-often language barrier.
And, to top it off, we had lobster rolls to
end the evening, compliments of Aldo
Maillet, Percy Maillet’s son-in-law who
helped organize the star party day on July
27-28. Three of us had our copies of ‘The
New Atlas of the Moon’ signed by Serge.
In return, I gave Serge a signed copy of
‘Le Nouveau Telescope De Chloe’ which
was made out to his daughter Orianne who
is now in grade 5.
Serge Brunier was quickly spirited
away to Mauna Kea, Hawaii. He had arrived in New Brunswick a few days earlier
from a film shoot in Chile.
This television program will be aired in
one year. Serge assured us we will receive
a copy and, when that happens, we will
feature it at a future meeting. The European market for his show is huge, and it is
broadcast in France, Germany, Belgium,
etc.
Congratulations to everyone involved.
You have done the RASC- New Brunswick Centre, RASC National Office and
Canada proud.

Hitchhiker’s Guide to the Star Parties
by Adrien Bordage

Important Message:

Kouchibouguac Star Fest
May 31-June 02

Policy G17: RASC Photo & Publish Consent Policy

Since I no longer have a vehicle I was forced to hitch a
ride with other RASC NB members that were making
the trek to the various summer star parties this past
summer. Firstly I would like to say a big thank you to
Peter Jensen, Mike Powell, Curt Nason , and Dave
Beaudin for transportation to the star parties.

Policy G17: RASC Photo & Publish Consent Policy
Adopted: 2013 Jun 30
Amended:
General
Enhancing a Web site, newsletter article, or astronomy display with pictures of real people enjoying RASC activities is a natural and appropriate way to promote the Society and its mandate. RASC members must
bear in mind that recent case law requires that the person whose image
is used in a photograph, even if he or she is not identified, must have
given their permission to use their likeness.
Procedure
RASC members who use the likenesses of individuals should follow the
following procedures:
- The specific use (Web site, newsletter, etc.) should be explained clearly
to the person or persons to be photographed;
- A RASC photo consent form should be obtained and kept on file for a
period of six years; and
- Where possible, the name of the person should be highlighted in an appropriate caption with the name of the photographer.

Kouchibouguac Star Fest , May 31-June 02
This was the third annual springtime star party at Kouchibouguac National Park. The weather did not really
cooperate for this year’s event but we did have brief
partly clear breaks on Saturday morning to get a quick
peek at some nice sunspots. In attendance were Curt
Nason, June MacDonald, Emma MacPhee, Eldon Rogers, Roger Pitre, Dave Beaudin, Mandy Bregg, and
myself. We held a brief RASC NB business meeting at
the outdoor theatre on Saturday to take the opportunity
to discuss plans for the upcoming annual AGM meeting and other matters. As usual Curt offered plenty of
laughs to keep everyone entertained. Also Eldon
demonstrated his newly acquired Vixen polarscope for
easy widefield astro imaging. The staff at Kouchibouguac are very receptive to the needs of all RASC
NB members at this event and express a genuine excitement in being involved in future star party events
to come. The skies at Kouchibouguac Park are quite
dark with naked eye visible magnitudes of approximately +6.5 on clear steady nights. I am sincerely
looking forward to future StarFest parties to come.

In a case where a person disputes the right of the RASC to use his or her
likeness, the Society shall immediately cease the use of such likeness.
Message from the Editor:
When submitting RASC photos to the editor, please follow the above
Policy G17. Include the name of the photographer, names of people in
the photos and their permission (with a RASC Photo consent form).

SRAC NB RASC — Volume 14, Issue 3 — Page 10
Horizon: instruire, informer et inspirer

Hitchhiker’s Guide to the Star Parties
by Adrien Bordage

C.O.W.
(Camping Observing Weekend)

Mactaquac Provincial Park
July 12-14
Curt Nason and I arrived at the park on
Friday afternoon and we were greeted
with many familiar faces all eager with
anticipation of another great weekend of
stargazing, friendly astro-chatting, and of
course food. I estimated about 30 club
members in attendance with various telescopes ranging in size from 20 inches to
about 4 inches in aperture.

attendance was the planetarium that was setup and operated by Science East staff in the
afternoon on Saturday. The kids and other family members were able to take in a planetarium show followed by solar observing just outside afterwards (or vice versa).
Another of the highlights of the C.O.W. is the usual supper provided on Saturday
(thank you to all who brought the food and set up the meal). It is always a treat to have
a hearty meal provided even just once at the star party events. It is also a nice break to
get away from the other chores (solar viewing for the public, telescope clinics etc.) associated with volunteering at these events, and it is a great time to chat and have some
laughs. Thank you to all who helped make this year’s C.O.W. another success.

The weather was very nice with mainly
clear skies throughout the weekend,
though I found it to be a bit too hot for my
liking (30+ C). I was continually making
sure to keep myself hydrated and find
some shade when needed. It sure is nice to
have our Centre’s large canopy on hand as
it does provide some much needed shade.
The one thing I like most about Mactaquac
is that the pesky “no-see-ums” don’t really
bother me too much if I douse myself a bit
with some “OFF” repellent.
We had some very memorable views of
sunspots, prominences, flares etc. during
the daytime solar viewing sessions, and
some very nice night sky viewing sessions
as well. A bonus for the general public in
SRAC NB RASC — Volume 14, Issue 3 — Page 11
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Hitchhiker’s Guide to the Star Parties
by Adrien Bordage

Mount Carleton Provincial Park
August 2-4
Of all of our Centre's annual star parties
Mount Carleton has been, and still is, my favorite. The dark skies at this remote park is
simply outstanding. To a skilled naked eye
observer mag +7 skies are possible on clear
steady nights. This is one of the darkest sites
in North America. Peter Jensen graciously let
me accompany him in his RV towed camper
trailer to this event. I still don’t mind sleeping
in a tent but it is a welcome change to experience the comfort of a trailer from time to
time.
After a relatively uneventful 4 + hour drive
from Saint John to the park on Friday we
were greeted to unnerving close up visits of
not one but two rather large moose on the
road not far from the park. This was the first
time I have ever been that close to a moose
and I was quite surprised as to just how BIG
they are. Another rather unexpected surprise
was a blown tire on Peter’s trailer about 30
minutes drive before the park. Luckily Peter
still had a decent signal on his cell phone
and was able to reach someone from CAA
who eventually showed up and was able to
replace the blown (actually completely shredded) tire with a spare that Peter luckily had
on hand.
After continuing on towards the park and finally arriving at the park’s registration booth
we were informed by some other campers
that were following us, that Peter’s trailer

was running crooked. The axle was out of
place! Well, we decided to set up the trailer
for that night and deal with it the next day.
What else could go wrong?
Well the weather was not kind at all.
Throughout Friday night it was raining steadily with some thunder and lightning spells
thrown in for fun. Saturday did not fare any
better with continuing rain, thunder, lightning
etc. though we did have a few glimpses of
some very nice sunspot groups on the sun.
One of the welcome moments was the arrival
of Gino Audet from Bonaventure Quebec. It
was a pleasure to meet Gino who showed up
with his inflatable planetarium similar to the
model used by Science East. Gino had been
in contact with Emma and June prior to the
star party and had offered to bring the planetarium to Mt Carleton for the event. Gino also
had his Celestron 14 inch Edge HD SCT,
though there was no opportunity for him to
set it up.
Mount Carleton Provincial Park does not yet
have a suitable building large enough to
house a portable inflatable planetarium
(these planetariums require shelter from,
wind rain etc.), so unfortunately Gino could
not set that up also (I am currently working
with the park supervisor, to look into finding a
way to have a planetarium at future Mt Carleton Star Parties). However Gino did have
his LCD projector and gave a very nice slide
show containing some wonderful images he
has taken with his 14 inch SCT, wide field
aurorae shots, prime focus shots of galaxies,
clusters etc.
During the day on Saturday Peter drove into
nearby Grand Falls to find a more suitable
spare tire for his trailer and with the kind asSRAC NB RASC — Volume 14, Issue 3 — Page 12
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sistance of Ted Dunphy he was able to make
the necessary temporary repairs to the trailer
using straps to reset the axle.
It actually partly cleared around midnight on
Saturday night for about 90 minutes and we
did get a bit of much needed deep sky viewing in for the handful of park visitors on hand.
So it wasn’t a total loss re observing.
On Sunday after packing up the trailer and
getting ready to head back home Ted was
kind enough to follow us on the road for
about the first hour of driving to let us know if
the trailer was running straight or not. At one
point Peter and Ted did have to make another adjustment but afterwards it was good
enough for the rest of the trip home.

Hitchhiker’s Guide to the Star Parties
by Adrien Bordage

Summer Pictures..

Fundy Park StarGaze

The last of our annual star parties was
again well attended with about 25 astronomers in attendance this year.
I accompanied Mike Powell in his vehicle
and Mike was nice enough to offer me
shelter and even a fold up cot to sleep on.
Nice! We arrived at the site on Friday afternoon and had some wonderful clear
skies throughout much of the weekend for
both daytime solar viewing and deep sky
viewing. The views of the eastern and
western portions of the Veil Nebula
through the Ourania 16 inch F/4.45 dob
with various eyepieces and an OIII filter
were simply outstanding. Thank you Curt
for bringing it up! It is quite apparent that
the Chignecto South campground offers
some truly dark sky viewing.
Other celestial deep sky delights such as
M27, M31, M57, M51, M13 etc. were also
a joy to observe in any of the several
scopes available. And of course there was
some delicious chili, water, soft drinks,
rolls, treats etc. provided by Emma, and
June for the afternoon supper. Thanks

Emma

Mandy ready for the Perseids, but got more mosquitos instead!
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Hitchhiker’s Guide to the Star Parties
by Adrien Bordage
Kouchibouguac Fabulous Fall Festival

September 06-October 13
At the star party in Kouchibouguac in May
of this year park supervisor Camilla
Vautour had spoken to me about the possibility of doing another one or two stargazing events for the park visitors later in the
summer or sometime in the fall.
I agreed to consider the idea and near the
end of August Camila contacted me again
to see if I would be interested in doing a
mini-star party event for their Fabulous
Fall Festival events scheduled for the
weekend of August 06-07 .
Curt Nason offered to help out as well as
Dave Beaudin. I can’t express how much I
appreciate their offer to help out with this
event on such a short notice.
Curt and I arrived at the usual campground
site early Friday and proceeded to go directly to the Kelly’s Beach boardwalk area for solar viewing for the public for a
couple hours and we had several folks
show up for some very nice views of
prominences, flares, etc. through Curt's
PST, and a few small sunspots through
my newly purchased 90mm F/11 refractor
with white light filter.

Dave Beaudin showed up not long after us
and set up his beautiful WO Megrez
90mm Apo with baader filter which gave
up some very nice views of the sunspots.
It stayed wonderfully clear for much of
Friday evening/Saturday morning and we
had about 30-40 campers show up for
some great deep sky views through Dave's
12 inch skywatcher dob, Curt's 8 inch dob,
and the park’s 10 inch skywatcher dob
which they loaned to me for the weekend.
Saturday morning was clear again and we
had some campers drop by our campsite
for some more solar viewing.
Curt headed back to Saint John not long
after lunch time on Saturday to be available for the SJAC meeting later that night.
Thanks for the ride up curt and for all of
the help. We were scheduled to offer solar
viewing at the boardwalk again on Saturday afternoon which Dave and I were on
hand for but the skies had pretty much
clouded over by that time and we only had
a few quick glimpses with not much of solar activity to see. I was scheduled to give
a “What’s Up” slide show presentation at
the outdoor theatre that night and thankfully the impending rain system that was
heading in our direction held off long
enough and we had about 20 campers in
attendance for the talk.
Dave and I decided to head back for Saint
John after the slide show around 9:30pm
SRAC NB RASC — Volume 14, Issue 3 — Page 14
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or so, and we arrived back about 12:30pm
and it had just started to rain by that time.
All in all it was a pretty good event. I have
since spoken to Camilla and it is very possible that the park may be interested in our
Centre hosting an annual star gazing event
in the early fall in the years to come.
Cheers! Adrien Bordage

Our home galaxy is but one of
countless millions of galaxies in the
universe. I must warn you, this
book seems to be for the more serious amateur astronomer.

Astronomy Book
Review!
By Peter Jensen

The Milky Way, An Insider’s Guide
by
William H. Waller Ph. D.
Princeton University Press (2013)

We begin with a history lesson of
early astronomers and civilizations.
Start learning the electromagnetic
spectrum to see new galactic structures.

An astrophysicist who has taught and
studied at the Harvard-Smithsonian
Institute, the Goddard Space Center
and Tufts University, Waller is currently teaching high-school physics
and astronomy courses at his
hometown of Rockport, Massachusetts.

We now get into what’s in the galaxy; globular clusters, types of
stars, nebulas etc. There is a lot on
development of stars from birth to
death, concluding with a chapter on
life in our galaxy.
The photos in this book are quite
nice, lots of diagrams and images.
There are some formulas but for the
most part are kept to a minimum.
I must admit this is probably the
best book I’ve read as a complete
work on our home galaxy. This
book took a month to get through
and I may need to reread a few
chapters.
I’m giving it a 4.5 of 5 stars!

NASA/CXC/SAO
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RASC NB Telescope
Rental Information

The RASC NB Centre telescopes; namely
the Coronado PST, the 8" Dob and any
other telescope acquired by the Centre;
may be borrowed at no charge by any
Centre member in good standing under the
following terms:
1. The normal borrowing period is approximately one month (i.e., between meetings), although alternative periods may be
arranged through the Equipment Manager
depending on demand and other circumstances.
2. A member may borrow only one telescope at a time unless there is no demand
for the other for the period.
3. A member may retain a telescope for
more than one period upon request, provided no other member has requested the
telescope by the end of the period
(normally, end of the Centre meeting).
4. Requests for a telescope should be
made to the Equipment Manager at least
three days prior to a meeting to allow for
arrangements to be made. Normally, the
telescope will be transferred at a meeting.
If a member is unable to attend the meeting to return or obtain a telescope, that
member should made arrangements for
another member to deliver or collect the

telescope and inform the Equipment manager of the arrangements.
5. If the member is unfamiliar with the use
and care of the telescope, that member has
the responsibility to request training prior
to accepting the telescope.

Astro Gear Spotlight!
What’s it used for?
By Peter Jensen

6. The member assumes responsibility for
the condition of the telescope while in
possession, and may be held responsible
for compensation for the loss of or damage
to the telescope while it is in their possession, as decided by Centre Council.
A member who does not abide by this policy may have borrowing privilege revoked, at the discretion of Centre Council.
A non-member of the NB RASC Centre
may rent a Centre telescope at a nominal
fee of $10 per month under the following
conditions:
1. The telescope has not been requested by
a Centre member for that period.
2. A member who is familiar with the borrower shall act as a sponsor for the borrower, and shall assume responsibility for
the telescope as per the terms for borrowing by a member.
3. The fee shall be paid in advance to the
Centre Treasurer directly or through the
sponsor.
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This Tele Vue Powermate T-Ring adapter
allows imaging through my 5X 1.25”
Powermate barlow.
This adapter allows me to connect my
Canon 60D DSLR directly to the 5X
Powermate via a EOS T-Ring. Just insert
into your scopes’ focuser. Very solid!
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Your name here!
Your name here!
This section is intended to inspire our members to get out observing by promoting a friendly competition. To be included please contact the editor.
To submit any astronomy related articles, book reviews, observing sessions, member’s scope pics,
astrophotos, new equipment, etc. to me at editor@nb.rasc.ca or pejensen@nbnet.nb.ca .
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